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Proven Air Dominance: The F-16 Advantage

Recent Milestones
•	 On Nov. 3, the governments of the Netherlands and Romania signed 

an agreement transferring ownership of 18 Dutch F-16s to Romanian 
authorities, underscoring Romania’s growing leadership in allied 
training and cooperation through the European F-16 Training Center.

•	 On Oct. 20, Romania’s 48th Fighter Squadron at the 71st “General 
Emanoil Ionescu” Air Base began NATO-led air policing, marking 
the certification of the country’s second F-16 squadron and 
strengthening the Alliance’s eastern flank and integrated air  
defense posture.

•	 On Oct. 17, a South Dakota Air National Guard F-16 passed 10,000 
flight hours, a milestone that reflects the platform’s enduring 
reliability and long service life across the global fleet.

•	 In October, four new F-16 Block 70 jets arrived in Europe — two for 
Slovakia and two for Bulgaria — boosting national readiness with 
APG-83 AESA radar, upgraded avionics and mission systems built for 
NATO interoperability.

The F-16 delivers advanced air dominance capabilities  
to our customers, enabling peace through strength.  
With a proven track record, the F-16 fosters long-standing 
strategic relationships with America and its allies,  
bolstering deterrence and peacekeeping missions worldwide.
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All information current as of December 2025. For additional questions and the latest data, please contact Liz Lutz.

Operators Past & Current

A pilot from the 114th Fighter Wing meets his crew chief for the preflight 
handshake before the sortie that pushed the F-16 past 10,000 flight hours, 
underscoring the trust that anchors safe, reliable operations. U.S. Air National 
Guard photo by Master Sgt. Luke Olson


