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SBA Resource Partner Network
Access the right tools at the right time—wherever you are.

Approved and 
funded by the SBA

Find local resource partners near you at 
SBA.gov/local-assistance

1,400+ partner offices 
nationwide



The world’s largest          Required by law to provide           Evaluate your readiness 
customer, buying all kinds of         contract opportunities to           & learn more by visiting
products & services          small businesses             SBA.gov/contracting

Are you Ready to Consider 
Federal Contracting? 
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Qualify for Federal Contracts with Certifications

The SBA works with federal agencies to 
award at least 23% of all prime 
government contracting dollars each 
year to small businesses that are 
certified with the SBA’s contracting 
programs. Programs include:

Women-Owned 
Small Business 
(WOSB) Program

Service-Disabled 
Veteran-Owned 
Program

8(a) Business 
Development 
Program

Historically 
Underutilized 
Business Zones 
(HUBZone) 
Program



8(a) Business Development 
Program

•Access to business development support

•Build capacity and grow through contracts

•Nine-year program available once per lifetime
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8(a) BD Program Objectives

Eligibility

Must be Socially and Economically Disadvantaged

Assistance

Management and technical assistance to help companies compete for business opportunities

Government Contracting

Helps thousands of entrepreneurs understand and succeed in government contracting

Ability to Thrive

Assist and graduate firms to allow them to thrive competitively
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Getting the Most Out of Your 8(a) Certification

• Qualify for set-aside or sole-source contract awards, helping agencies 
achieve success

• Sole-source contract value threshold: $8.5M for manufacturing; $5.5M 
for all others

• Opportunity to build capacity and grow by establishing joint ventures 
and participating in the SBA’s Mentor-Protégé Program

• Access to management and technical assistance programs, guaranteed 
loans, and bonding assistance



HUBZone Program

The purpose is to promote job growth, capital investment, and economic 
development to historically underutilized business zones, referred to as 
HUBZones, by providing contracting assistance to small businesses located in 
these economically distressed communities.
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Is the HUBZone Certification Appropriate for You?

Eligibility Requirements:

• 51 percent ownership requirement

• Located in a HUBZone (maps.certify.sba.gov)

• 35 percent employee requirement

• SBA size standards

• No minimum time in business



Women-Owned Small Business

•Take advantage of annual prime contracting goals

•Build capacity and grow

•Access set-asides for WOSB and EDWOSB
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WOSB Program Objectives

• To help provide a level playing field for women business owners, the government limits 
competition for certain contracts to businesses that participate in the Women-Owned Small 
Business (WOSB) Federal Contract program.

• These contracts are for goods and services in specific industries (identified via NAICS code) where 
WOSBs are underrepresented. Some contracts are restricted further to economically 
disadvantaged women-owned small businesses (EDWOSBs). SBA maintains a list of those eligible 
industries and their NAICS codes.  Certifications need to be renewed every 3 years.

• Joining the WOSB Federal Contract program makes a business eligible to compete for federal 
contracts reserved for the program's certified participants. These contracts are known as “set-
asides.” Provided they are eligible, WOSB-certified firms can still compete for contract awards 
under other socio-economic programs, including 8(a) and HUBZone.

• It is important to note that WOSB certification benefits only apply to federal contracting 
opportunities, rather than those in the private sector.
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Unique Aspects of the WOSB Program

Both WOSB and EDWOSB are North American Industry 
Classification (NAIC) code specific not all industry codes qualify.   

There are currently 733 NAICs codes that qualify.

WOSB – 626 codes

EDWOSB – 107 codes



Veteran Small Business 
Certification Program (VetCert) 

• Through the VetCert program, small businesses are certified as veteran-owned small 
businesses (VOSBs) and service-disabled veteran-owned small businesses 
(SDVOSBs). Businesses who are designated with this classification are eligible to 
compete for sole-source and set-aside federal contracts.

• VetCert showcases the SBA's commitment to the veteran community and growing the 
agency’s federal contracting base.
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VetCert Program Eligibility

• Meet SBA small business size standards according to NAICS codes with 
registered business profile on SAM.gov

• Have at least 51 percent of the business owned and controlled by one or 
more veterans

• SDVOSBs must have at least 51 percent of the business owned and controlled 
by one or more veterans designated as service-disabled by the VA.

• Permanently disabled veterans may still qualify if their spouse or appointed 
caregiver can assist with daily operations.



SAM.GOV

Prior to applying for SBA certifications, you would need to be registered and active in 

SAM.gov

    



MySBA Certifications

Apply for and manage all federal contracting certifications in one place

• WOSB/EDWOSB, HUBZone, 8(a), and VOSB/SDVOSB

Spend less time applying with reduced paperwork and streamlined processes

      certifications.sba.gov
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SBA.GOV
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SBA Website: www.sba.gov 

http://www.sba.gov/
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Questions? 
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